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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1898 

'W'tr  -»nDp-nm'"  . . . *»ruf* . ‘•wv 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

During  the  past  year  815  births  and  491  deaths  have 
been  registered  in  the  above  district  (the  latter  including  55  at 
the  schools  and  hospital),  and  the  particulars  will  be  found  duly 
set  forth  in  Tables  A  and  B  appended  herewith. 

The  following  table  shows  the  population  and  percentage  rates 
of  mortality  :  — • 


Whole  of  the 
District. 
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North  Ward. 

South  Ward. 

West  Ward. 

East  Ward. 

*  Estimated  Population  (to 
middle  of  189S)  . 

26,400 

14,900 

11,500 

7,400 

7,500 

7,100 

4,400 

Birth  Rates  (per  1,000) . 

80-08 

29-3 

32-7 

33-6 

26  "5 

33-8 

31 T 

‘Death  Rates  (ditto) . 

16-5 

14-09 

19-6 

15-9 

12-2 

18-3 

21 -8 

Infant  Death  Rate  (per  1,000 
Births)  . 

192-6 

175-8 

212-2 

1S8-7 

158-7 

20S-3 

218*9 

.Zymotic  Death  Rate  ( i.e . 
from  Smallpox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping 
Cough,  Diphtheria,  Enteric 
Fever,  and  Diarrhoea)  .... 

2-27 

2-34 

2*17 

2-29 

2-40 

2'67 

1-36 

Respiratory  Death  Rate 
(including  Phthisis) . 

4-54 

6> 

5-82 

3-91 

3-46 

4-08 

7-04 

*  Exclusive  of  public  institutions. 
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The  general  district  death-rates  for  the  previous  five  years  were 
1897,  16*8;  1896,  16*9;  1895,  17*5  ;  1894,  19*9;  1893,  18*5 ; 
the  average  for  the  past  six  years,  therefore,  falling  slightly 
below  18  per  1,000,  which  is  below  the  average  of  thirty-three 
large  towns  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  Zymotic  rate  (2*27)  for  the  whole  of  the  district,  although 
high,  is  slightly  lower  than  the  mean  average,  and  varies  from 
2*67  in  West  Ward  to  as  low  as  1*36  in  the  East  Ward.  The 
month  of  September  was  one  of  exceptionally  high  temperature, 
and  during  that  month  the  infantile  summer  diarrhoea  mortality 
was  unusually  high.  In  this  respect  our  district  suffered 
probably  to  no  greater  extent,  comparatively,  than  other  similar 
districts.  The  usual  precautionary  measures  were  resorted  to, 
and  advice  on  matters  relating  to  infant  feeding,  etc.,  distri¬ 
buted  from  house  to  house.  Experience  seems  to  show,  however, 
that  but  little  permanent  good  is  effected  by  this  means,  judging 
by  the  results  which  year  by  year  have  to  be  recorded.  The 
mortality  from  diarrhoea  alone  was  1*28  per  1,000  (that  is  to 
say,  amongst  children  under  five  years’  old),  and  a  very  large 
percentage  may  certainly  be  put  down  as  being  due  to  improper 
feeding.  All  the  wards  appear  to  have  been  about  equally 
affected,  with  the  notable  exception  of  the  East  Ward,  where  not 
a  single  death  from  diarrhoea  was  registered.  This  fact,  con¬ 
sidering  the  high  infantile  death-rate  of  this  particular  ward, 
is  not  a  little  remarkable. 

Measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  and  diphtheria 
accounted  for  16  deaths,  distributed  pretty  evenly  over  the 
district,  giving  a  death-rate  of  0*60,  which,  considering  the 
fatility  often  attaching  to-  these  childhood’s  diseases,  may  be 
deemed  satisfactory.  The  mortality  from  enteric  fever  was  0*37 
per  1,000,  there  having  been  six  deaths  in  the  district,  and  four 
at  the  Ladywell  Sanatorium  (out  of  a,  total  of  25  cases,  which 
were  removed  thither  from  the  district). 

The  infant  death-rate  for  the  whole  district  (192*6)  shows  no 
material  improvement,  varying  from  158*7  in  the  South  Ward 
to  218*9  in  the  East  Ward,  and  208*3  in  the  West  Ward.  Both 
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these  latter  are,  however,  much  lower  than  was  the  case  in  1897. 
As  I  have  previously  remarked  the  high  infant  death-rate  arises 
not  so  much  from  the  Zymotic  diseases  (excepting  diarrhoea)  nor 
from  diseases  of  the  lungs  as  from  those  classified  under  the 
general  heading  of  “  All  other  diseases  ”  in  Table  A  of  the 
appendix. 

These  include  such  forms  of  disease  as  gastric  catarrh, 
tubercular  enteritis,  mesenteric  disease,  prematurity,  convulsions 
(arising  from  various  intestinal  disorders),  marasmus,  and 
general  tuberculosis.  The  two  last  named  are  both  “wasting” 
diseases,  particularly  liable  to  affect  children  of  unhealthy  con¬ 
stitutions,  and  all,  or  nearly  all,  are  primarily  brought  about  by 
errors  in  diet,  added  frequently  to  wilful  and  ignorant  neglect  on 
the  part  of  those  having  the  care  of  the  children. 

The  mortality  from  lung  diseases  (in  which  I  have  included 
tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  or  phthisis)  is  as  high  as  4*54.  Swinton 
3*69  (north  3*91,  and  south  3*46),  Pendlebury  5*82  (west  4“08, 
and  east  7*04).  Both  the  Pendlebury  wards  are  much  higher 
than  in  1897.  In  all  the  wards  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
deaths  above  the  age  of  five  years  have  been  much  more  numerous 
than  those  under  that  age,  those  in  the  North  Ward  being  as 
11  to  18,  in  the  South  as  7  to  19,  in  the  West  as  10  to’  19,  and 
in  the  East  as  9  to  27.  These  figures  include  bronchitis, 
pneumonia,  pleurisy,  and  phthisis. 

The  death-rate  from  phthisis  alone  was  0*79,  and  as  a  great 
deal  has  recently  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject  of  the 
treatment  of  this  diease,  both  in  the  lay  and  medical  papers, 
it  will  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  report  for  me  to  say  that 
modem  research  has  shown  this  terrible  disease  to  be  far  more 
within  our  grasp,  as  it  were,  than  was  formerly  the  case.  One 
most  important  point  to  be  noted  is  that  phthisis  is  now  known 
and  recognised  to  belong  to  the  “  infectious  ”  class  of  diseases, 
and  though  not  notifiable  by  law  as  some  of  the  better-known 
infectious  diseases  are,  it  is  now  deemed  to  be  advisable  for  the 
Sanitary  Authority  to  be  made  acquainted  by  the  patient’s 
friends  with  individual  cases,  so  that  steps  may  be  taken  for  the 
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effectual  disinfection  of  the  dwellings.  Further,  it  should  be 
noted  that  the  expectorations  of  persons  suffering  from  the 
complaint  get  disseminated,  when  dried,  in  the  form  of  very 
minute  particles  of  dust  throughout  the  apartment,  and  there¬ 
fore  are  extremely  liable  to  cause  further  infection,  especially 
under  certain  conditions.  Hence  it  follows  that  these  sputa  or 
expectorations  should  be  carefully  looked  after  and  systema¬ 
tically  destroyed  by  burning.  The  open-air  treatment  of  phthisis 
and  the  projected  provision  of  sanatoria  up  and  down  the  country 
for  the  special  treatment  of  this  disease,  which  has  recently 
attracted  such  a  large  body  of  public  attention,  need  not  here 
be  enlarged  upon,  but  as  a  Sanitary  Authority  we  may,  at  least, 
do  something  towards  lessening  its  incidence  in  our  own  district. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming  under 
observation  during  the  past  year  was  197,  exclusive  of  eight  at 
the  Swinton  Schools.  Sixty-one  of  these  occurred  in  Swinton, 
and  136  in  Pendlebury,  the  numbers  for  the  respective  wards 
being1 — North  35,  South  26,  West  70,  East  66.  Column  6  of 
Table  B  in  the  appendix  shows  the  chief  item  to  have  been 
enteric  fever,  and  out  of  a  total  of  123  cases,  no  less  than  101, 
or  82*2  per  cent  were  in  Pendlebury.  The  distribution  amongst 
the  four  wards  was — North  15,  South  7,  West  47,  East  54.  In 
the  previous  year  the  number  was  55,  and  in  the  preceding  six 
years  an  average  of  49.  As  bearing  on  the  virulent  character 
of  the  cases  reported,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  I  personally 
investigated,  I  may  say  that  whereas  in  1897  the  deaths  were 
1  in  5,  the  proportion  in  1898  was  only  1  in  12. 

Assuming,  as  we  are  bound  to  do,  that  all  the  reported  enteric 
fever  cases  are  genuine  (because  I  am  not  supposed  nor  expected  to 
over-ride  or  set  aside  the  conclusions  to  which  responsible  medical 
men  have  arrived,  however  much  I  may  in  some  cases  feel 
disposed  to  disagree  with  those  conclusions),  then  it  must  be 
admitted  that  a  state  of  things  exists,  more  especially  in  Pendle¬ 
bury,  which  we  must  all  do  our  utmost  to  remedy.  What  the 
exact  cause  for  this  great  increase  may  be  it  is  not  very  easy  to 
determine )  but  to  a  large  extent  I  am  of  opinion  that  one  of 
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the  principal  causes  was  the  exceptionally  hot  summer  which 
we  experienced,  followed  by  a  wet  autumn,  which  invariably 
tends  to  foster  the  disease  wherever  previously  showing  a 
tendency  to  exist. 

It  is  a  characteristic  feature  of  the  typhoid  bacillus  that  it 
tends  to  rapidly  develop  under  favourable  climatic  influences  and 
certain  conditions  of  the  soil ;  consequently  repeated  pollution 
of  the  soil  in  dense  localities  has  a  marked  effect  on  the  number 
of  typhoid  cases  in  that  particular  area.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  in  order  to  arrest  this  rapid  process  of  development  every 
effort  must  be  made  to  destroy  the  conditions  under  which  this 
potent  germ  lives  and  thrives.  To  do  this  it  is  necessary  that 
the  Council  should,  among  other  things,  compel  the  completion 
of  such  work  as  the  paving  of  back  yards  and  back  passages 
adjacent  thereto.  A  satisfactory  beginning  has  been  made  in 
this  very  necessary  work,  over  400  yards  having  been  paved, 
and  I  hope  it  may  be  vigorously  pushed  forward.  As  we  have 
such  a  very  large  percentage  of  our  cases  from  Pendlebury,  it 
is  well  to  take  that  portion  in  hand  first. 

I  may  say  that  such  streets  as  Union  Street,  New  Street, 
Moss  Lane,  Rutland  Street,  and  one  or  two  others  in  West 
Ward  are  seldom,  for  any  length  of  time,  free  from  the 
disease.  The  same  remark  applies  to  George  Street,  the 
series  of  streets  just  at  the  back  of  the  Pack  Horse  Inn  at 
the  Height  (Pitt  Street,  Spencer  Street,  and  Spring  Place),  and 
also  to  Knowles  Square,  “  The  Croft,'’  and  Little  Bilston  to1  a 
somewhat  lesser  degree.  In  Swinton,  Chorley  Road,  Wellington 
Road,  Manchester  Road,  Moorside  Road,  Swinton  Hall  Road, 
Worsley  Road,  and  Partington  Lane  (all,  with  one  exception, 
good,  open  thoroughfares)  are  the  most  affected  spots. 

The  fact  of  this  existence  of  enteric  fever  in  an  endemic  form 
has,  during  the  past  year,  received  the  special  attention  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  who,  after  communicating  with  the 
Council  on  March  9th,  sent  down  one  of  their  Medical  Inspec¬ 
tors  (Dr.  Theodore  Thomson)  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  In 
the  month  of  Julv  that  gentleman  conducted  an  exhaustive 
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inquiry,  extending  over  a  period  of  two  or  three  weeks,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  visited  every  part  of  the  district,  accompanied 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspector.  I  also  rendered  him  what  assist¬ 
ance  he  required,  and  both  the  Clerk  and  Surveyor  furnished 
information  where  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  inquiry. 

I  reiterate  my  conviction — more  than  once  previously  stated — 
that  as  about  18  or  20  per  cent  of  our  cases  of  typhoid  occurs 
among  young  men  who  are  colliers,  the  disease  must  often  be 
contracted  in  the  working  parts  of  the  mines,  where  contact 
with  contaminating  influences  is,  I  am  informed,  not  at  all 
unusual. 

With  the  exception,  then,  of  the  two  Zymotic  diseases,  enteric 
fever  'and  diarrhoea,  none  of  the  others  call  for  any  special 
notice.  The  school  attendance  has  suffered  to  some  extent 
through  measles,  scarlet  fever,  and  whooping  cough,  but  it  has 
not  been  necessary  to  close  any  school  during  the .  year,  nor 
have  these  diseases  prevailed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  necessitate 
the  adoption  (as  in  some  former  years)  of  any  exceptional 
measures.  Under  the  regulations  of  the  Education  Department 
it  is  permissible  for  me,  in  my  capacity  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  to  sign  exemption  forms  where  children  are  necessarily 
kept  from  school  owing  to  the  existence  of  infectious  disease  in 
their  homes,  SO'  that  the  grant  may  not  be  lost.  The  fact  that 
during  the  past  year  I  have  not  been  requested  to  sign  any 
such  form  of  exemption — although  during  the  early  days  of  the 
present  year  I  have  received  one  such  request — would  appear 
to  indicate  no  very  great  falling  off  in  the  attendances.  During 
the  year  I  have  periodically  inspected  the  district,  partly  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  when  he  has  sought  my 
intervention,  and  partly  on  my  own  initiative,  as  requisite,  and 
the  results  have  been  submitted  for  your  consideration  at  the 
monthly  meetings  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  your  Council. 
Among  other  matters  the  Inspector  and  I  have  made  an  exhaus¬ 
tive  examination  of  the  whole  of  the  ashpits  in  the  district,  and 
some  good  work  has  already  been  done  in  regard  to  improving 
these.  The  condition  of  dwellings  has  also  received  attention 
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from  us,  with  the  result  that  only  in  a  few  cases  has  it  been 
necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  in  order  to  compel  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  important  item 
in  this  connection  has  relation  to  the  state  of  the  yards,  which 
we  may  take  it  will  now  be  speedily  dealt  with,  and  the  paving 
of  back  passages.  The  latter  is  obviously  important  in  con¬ 
nection  with  our  system  of  privy  middens ;  a  system  which, 
although  it  may  have  some  few  advantages,  is  one  which  most 
practical  sanitary  reformers  agree  in  condemning,  as  largely 
conducive  to  the  production  and  fostering  of  such  diseases  as 
enteric  fever  and  diarrhoea,  especially  in  the  midst  of  crowded, 
populations  aggregated  together  within  small  areas. 

The  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  visited  by  me,  as 
well  as  the  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops,  as  time  and  oppor¬ 
tunity  have  enabled ;  also  the  few  workshops  which  have  to  be 
inspected  by  me  under  the  provision  of  the  Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  Act.  With  very  few  exceptions  they  are  well  attended 
to,  and  their  occupiers  are  always  ready  to  adopt  any  suggestions 
for  necessary  improvements,  where  such  have  been  pointed  out. 
With  regard  to  the  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops,  I  should 
like  to  observe  that  the  work  of  inspection  throughout  so  exten¬ 
sive  a  district  as  ours  involves  the  expenditure  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  detailed  attention  and  time  on  the  part  of  any  one 
individual,  if  such  work  is  to  be  thoroughly  and  satisfactorily 
accomplished ;  and  looking  to  the  great  importance  of  this  matter 
and  to  the  large  number  of  these  establishments  to  be  systema¬ 
tically  looked  after  it  would  be  well  if  some  arrangements  could 
be  made  whereby  I  could  receive  adequate  assistance  in  my 
investigations.  Particularly  so  in  the  matter  of  taking  the 
cubical  capacity  of  the  various  sheds  and  buildings,  and  in 
enforcing  the  observance  of  regulations  which  have  been  made 
and  adopted  for  their  proper  management. 

I  beg  to  recommend  and  advise  that  in  the  case  of  every 
dairy,  cowshed,  and  milkshop  in  the  district  a  copy  of  the  Local 
Government  Board’s  regulations,  which  at  the  outset  were  adopted 
here,  should  be  forwarded  to  each  owner  with  a  request  that 
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»uch  copy  should  be  displayed  in  a  prominent  position  for  ready 
reference.  In  regard  both  to  these  and  to  bakehouses  this  is,  I 
believe,  compulsory,  but  in  only  a  few  cases  is  it  acted  upon. 
The  matters  chiefly  requiring  attention  relate  to  the  proper 
amount  of  cubic  air  space  allowed  to  each  cow,  the  satisfactory 
drainage  of  the  sheds  and  dairies,  the  ventilation  of  the  build¬ 
ings,  and  the  cleanliness  not  only  of  the  animals  and  the  workers 
employed,  but  also  of  the  various  utensils  in  use.  I  commend 
the  subject  to  your  early  attention,  feeling  confident  you  will, 
as  usual,  give  it  your  best  consideration. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  at  the  close  of 
1898,  as  indicated  by  statistics,  shows  some  signs  of  improve¬ 
ment  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  We  have  certainly  had 
worse  years,  and,  naturally,  in  a  district  such  as  this  many  difficul¬ 
ties  have  arisen,  and  have  constantly  had  to  be  contended  with'  for 
which  the  Council  ought  not  alone  to  be  held  responsible.  Increased 
effort,  however,  must  be  put  forth  both  by  the  Council  and  its 
advisers  to  cope  with  these  difficulties,  which,  in  the  near  future 
it  may  be  hoped,  shall  produce  good  results.  For  my  own  part 
I  shall  endeavour  to'  assist  in  the  attainment  of  these  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  and  it  now  only  remains  for  me  to  express 
my  thanks  to  individual  members  of  the  Council  for  the  assist¬ 
ance  rendered  to  me  at  all  times  during  the  past  and  former 
years,  as  well  as  to  my  official  colleagues. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  HOSEGOOD,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng.,  L.S.A.. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Briar  Cottage,  Swinton, 

January  16th,  1899. 


P.S. — In  one  of  my  recent  Annual  Reports  I  drew  attention 
to  the  advantage  likely  to  result  from  ventilating  the  public 
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sewers  by  means  of  the  adjacent  mill  chimneys.  I  am  informed 
that  the  experiment  has  quite  recently  been  tried  in  part  of  the 
Newtown  district  of  Pendlebury,  the  chimney  utilised  being  that 
of  Messrs.  Fry,  Binns,  and  Co*.,  and  that  it  is  likely  to  prove 
very  successful.  Should  further  experience  show  the  usefulness 
of  this  plaij.  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  may  shortly  be  extended  to 
other  parts  of  the  district. 


A.— TABLE  OF  DEATHS 

During  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Swinton  and  Pendleburt  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified  according  to 

Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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pose  of  these  Statistics; 
Public  Institutions 
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/■N 

V-/ 

Sw  IN  TON — 

North  Ward . . 

South  Ward . 

Pkndlebuky — 

IVest  Ward  . 

East  Ward  . 

Swinton  Industrial 

Schools  . 

Pendlebury  Children’s, 
Hospital . ! 

Totals  . j 

Notification  compulsory  since  December  4,  1889.  Hospital  for  Infectious  diseases.  Ladywell  Sanatorium— Borough  of  Salford. 
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REPORT 

OF 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 

January  to  December ,  1898- 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  ti-ie  Swinton  and 
Pendlebury  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following 
summary  of  Sanitary  work  attended  to  during  the  year  1898  ~ 

NUISANCES  AND  REPAIRS,  ETC.,  NECESSARY  TO 

PROPERTY. 

Drains  and  Gullies. 

Defective,  blocked  and  broken,  in  washing  cellars,  yards,  and 


passages  .  119 

Direct  connection  with  sewers,  and  untrapped  drains .  43 


Closets  and  Ashpits. 

Dilapidated  condition  of  walls  and  roofing,  &c.,  seats  and 


doors  off .  47 

Wet  ashpits .  61 


Defective  water  closets,  soil  pipes,  and  flushing  arrangements  15 
Accumulations  and  Deposits. 


Of  rubbish,  rags,  vegetable  refuse,  fish  heads,  &c ,  in  streets, 
yards,  and  passages  . 


15 


15 


Slopstone  Pipes. 

■Short  and  broken,  allowing  waste  water  to  drip  down  house 

walls...-. .  146 

Around  Gullies. 

Defective  pavement.  Allowing  waste  water  to  lodge .  8. 

Yards. 

Defective  surface.  To  be  paved  in  compliance  with  bye-laws  452 

Houses. 

Defective  structural  conditions,  damp  walls,  broken  windows, 

defective  gutters,  and  down  spoutings  . .  24 

Dirty  condition  of  houses  and  closets .  21 

Allowing  waste  water  to  flow  on  surfaces  of  passages,  and 

lodge  in  pools.  “  Chiefly  owing  to  careless  tenants”  ...  11 

Defective  condition  of  pig  styes  .  5 

Overcrowding .  4 

In  dealing  with  the  before-mentioned  nuisances  and  repairs, 
•etc.,  necessary  to  property,  notices  have  been  issued  as  follows  :  — 

Notices  given  verbally .  160 

Notices  by  letter  .  57 

Legal  notices  served  .  127 

Number  of  nuisances,  &c.,  outstanding,  December,  1897  .  34 

Number  of  nuisances,  &c.,  dealt  with  during  the  year  1898 .  1045 

Total  .  1079 

Number  of  nuisances,  &c.,  remedied  during  1898  .  983 

Number  of  nuisances,  &c.,  outstanding  December,  1898 .  96 

The  nature  of  the  nuisances,  etc.,  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the 
year  at  which  the  works  are  being  proceeded  with,  or  are  being 
dealt  with  legally,  are  as  follows:  — 

Defective  yard  surfaces .  88 

Dilapidated  closets,  and  ashpits .  7 

Defective  mode  of  draining  .  1 
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Legal  Proceedings. 

Respecting  the  127  legal  notices  served,  in  the  majority  of  the 
cases  the  tenants  and  owners  complied  with  same,  but  thirteen 
prosecutions  have  taken  place  during  the  year  to  enforce  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  bye-laws  relating  to  the  paving  of  yards.  In 
ten  instances  between  the  serving  of  the  summonses  and  the 
hearing  of  the  cases,  the  owners  complied  with  the  notices,  and 
on  their  payment  of  the  costs  the  summonses  were  withdrawn  ; 
in  the  remaining  three  cases  the  magistrate  convicted  and 
imposed  a  penalty  of  ten  shillings  and  costs. 

There  has  been  several  smoke  tests  made  of  the  drains  at 
various  properties,  and  in  each  case  where  defects  were  found 
to  exist,  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  and  the  defects  have 

i  i  « 

been  remedied. 

Emitting  of  Smoke  from  Chimneys  of  Works. 

Sixty-six  observations  have  been  taken  of  the  smoke  emitted 
from  the  chimneys  of  the  various  manufactories  and  works  within 
the  district. 

Copies  of  the  observations  have  been  forwarded  to  the  owners 
of  the  works  dealt  with,  and  since  the  time  limit  of  ”  5  minutes’ 
emission  of  dense  smoke  in  one  hour  ”  has  been  fixed,  one  owner 
has  been  subjected  to  a  fine  and  others  cautioned. 

Lodging  Houses. 

The  one  registered  lodging  house  which  we  have  had1  for  some 
years  has  been  given  up  through  death. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  houses  respecting  which  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  made  of  overcrowding  by  resident  families, 
and  the  tenants,  upon  legal  notice  being  served  on  them,  have 
caused  the  additional  families  to  remove. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 


Swinton. 

Pendlebury. 

Total. 

Keepers  of  cows  . 

15 

6 

21 

„  dairies . 

5 

4 

9 

Other  vendors  of  milk  (not  resi¬ 
dents)  supplying  in  the  district 

ia 
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Periodical  inspections  have  been  made,  along  with  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  to  the  above  places,  and  where  any  defects  have 
been  found,  caused  either  through  the  ignorance  or  negligence 
of  the  keepers,  they  have  been  pointed  out  to  them  and  attended 
to. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Swinton .  10  Pendlebury .  8 

These  have  been  inspected,  and  a  copy  of  the  Slaughter  H  >use 
Regulations  has  been  supplied  to  each  one ;  the  attention  of  the 
tenants  has  also  been  drawn  to  any  irregularity  noticed,  and 
alterations  have  been  made. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  shops  and  places  used  for  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs  have 
been  kept  under  supervision.  Fourteen  samples  of  new  milk,  one 
sample  of  coffee,  and  one  sample  of  butter  have  been  purchased 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis,  with  the  result 
that  all  were  certified  genuine. 

Special  note  has  also  been  made  during  the  year  of  the  manner 
in  which  loaves  of  bread  are  generally  sold  within  the  district, 
whether  by  size  or  weight,  and  upwards  of  forty  shops  have 
been  visited,  and  invariably  when  the  seller  was  asked  for  a  loaf 
it  was  supplied  without  being  weighed1,  but  only  in  one  case 
where  the  seller  was  asked  for  a  2-lb.  loaf  did  he  omit  to  weigh 
it ;  the  weight  of  the  loaves  varied  from  1  lb.  7  oz.  to  2  lb.  2  oz., 
arid  the  prices  charged  from  3d.  to  4d.  for  a  little  loaf. 

The  retailers  of  bread  coming  into  the  district  with  vans  were 
also  tested  as  to  the  carrying  of  weights  with  them  for  tlie 
weighing  of  bread,  and  only  one  van-man  was  found  to  be 
without ;  so  that  the  law  in  this  respect  seems  to  be  carried  out 
within  the  district. 

Infectious  Cases. 

Table  showing  number  and  nature  of  cases  reported  each  month, 
number  of  cases  sent  to  hospital,  and  deaths  in  hospital  during 
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year;  number  of  rooms  fumigated,  and  number  of  visits  paid  to 
infected  dwellings  for  the  purposes  of  inspection,  ascertaining 
particulars,  giving  instructions,  removing  patients,  and  dis¬ 
infecting  :  — 


Nature  of  Cases. 

No.  and  Nature  sent 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths  in  Hospital. 

Typhoid  Fever, 

Number  of  Rooms 

Fumigated. 

Number  of  Visits 

paid  to 

Infected  Houses. 

<D  ^ 

s  > 

O  © 

m 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Ja,n . 

i 

24 

1 

1 

1 

21 

74 

Feb . 

i 

14 

1 

55 

58 

March  .... 

i 

2 

1 

28 

23 

April  .... 

3 

6 

i 

10 

25 

May . 

3 

#  # 

l 

18 

15 

June  .... 

.  m 

,  . 

#  # 

5 

O 

JU 

July . 

2 

1 

l 

.  . 

.  . 

10 

August .... 

2 

3 

2 

.  . 

6 

15 

September. 

2 

1 

.  . 

•  . 

13 

12 

October  . . 

11 

22 

1 

2 

12 

3 

8 

66 

November . 

2 

21 

1 

r 

42 

51 

December.. 

5 

29 

1 

5 

1 

22 

59 

Totals.  . . 

33 

123 

3 

10 

25 

1 

4 

22S 

410 

Two  cases  were  removed  to  Children’s  Hospital,  Pendlebury, 
live  were  removed  to  Monsall  Hospital,  and  twenty-nine  were 
removed  to  the  Ladywell  Sanatorium.  In  the  cases  where  the 
patients  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  the  beds  and  bed¬ 
clothes  were  also  removed  along  with  the  patients  and  disinfected 
by  the  Sanatorium  authorities. 

Where  the  typhoid  cases  are  nursed  at  their  own  homes,  pail 
tins  are  supplied  and  systematically  emptied  of  their  contents  by 
the  Council’s  employees  during  the  progress  of  the  cases. 

In  addition  to  the  above  precautions  taken  carbolic  soap  and 
powder  is  supplied  to  those  in  charge  of  infectious  cases ;  also 
the  carbolic  powder  and  diarrhoea  mixture  are  kept  at  both 
Pendlebury  and  Swinton  for  the  convenience  of  the  residents  for 
free  distribution,  and  has  during  the  summer  months  been  largely 
made  use  of.  “  Sanitas  Fluid  ”  is  also  supplied  to  the  day  schools 
in  the  district,  and  it  is  stated  by  the  school  authorities  to  have  a 
beneficial  effect  both  on  the  atmosphere  of  the  rooms  and  the 
attendance  of  the  children  at  school. 
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Cleansing  Department. 
No.  of  Ashpits  Emptied. 


Swinton. 

Pendlebury. 

Swinton. 

Pendlebury. 

Jan . 

305 

397 

July . 

280 

341 

Feb . 

356 

410 

Auer. . . . 

512 

502 

Moh . 

335 

847 

Sept . 

410 

421 

Ap] . 

309 

297 

Oct . 

510 

507 

May . 

364 

308 

Nov . 

451 

415 

June . 

380 

404 

Dec . 

480 

411 

2049 

2163 

2643 

2597 

2049 

2643 

4212 

5240 

Total  for  12  months .  9452 


During  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August  the  ashpits  have 
for  the  second  year  been  emptied  during  the  night-time,  and, 
considering  the  hot  weather  experienced  during  the  two  latter 
months,  the  system  was  most  beneficial. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  BLEAKLEY, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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